Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



Mr..Rose$/ 



1/ 



4 



datb: May h, 1955 



Tebea. 



from t Mr. Evans 




Time of calls: 



9:33 
12:10 



p.m. 
a.m. 



subject: LUCILLE Stf) MILLER , 
MANUEL S. MILLER; 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT « 19*f8, 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 




is to advise that the Albany 
icille S. Miller, who was indicted 




1,*^" T«I*. Room _ 
V frS HoIIooua 



, ,,The -purpose of this memorandj 
f Office telephonically informed that'l 

| by ,the^Federal Grand Jury,. Rutland, Vermont, on a charge oJEL^punseling 
.Uvasionyof the Selective ServictfAct of 19^3, and her husbahaV? Manuel S. 
Mfaller ,:had:lbarrlca ded thems>%gve\ i n their home at Bethel, Vermont7~wh>n 
, ur*2r^arshal (USM)j L Burlington, Vermont, attempted to b e 

take her injbb custody upon instructions from the Attorney General., Stab?c 
1 Troopers broke a 12-hour siege by the use of tear gas shells. Lucille 
('twas taken into custody by the USM; Manuel was arrested by State Police 
and charged with assault of local officers. 

Lucille had been engaged in counseling evasion. of the Selective 
Service Act by forwarding letters and inflammatory literature in mimeo- 
graphed form to various Selective Service registrants throughout the 
State of Vermont, particularly those people who were publicized in the^ 
Vermont newspapers as appelant s under the Selective Service law, and >j 
as a result of investigation by the Albany Office, was indicted by //, / ; 
the Federal Grand Jury for the District of Vermont in Rutland, Vermont I ' ? 
December 15, 195 1 *. Upon arraignment before U. S. District Judge / ,f 
Ernest W. Gibson, Burlington, Vermont, on February 21, 1955, she enters 
plea of not guilty and was •rdered by the judge to be examined as jo f 
. her sanity at the Retreat, Bjtttleboro. Vermont, a mental institution* j 
t Various persons Interviewed in connection with the Bureau investigation 
( had described her as being probably mentally deranged. Subsequently/ 
she was remanded to the custody of the— Attorney General but was let out 
on $1,000 bond. On May 2, 1955> USM I W Judge Gibson received a j 

letter from the Attorney General instructing that the USM pick Lucille b7c 
up andi.iiave her sent to St. Elizabeths Hos^^a l^V^hi ngton, D. C. g 

ASAC Jamie son, Albany, advised that US Mj _ \ &€domyan±ed by Q 
a female deputy, and two other deputies,; .found Lucille :at noon, May 3, £ 
1955, barricaded in her home with her husband, /who <had a ,gun. At the ^ 
USM*s request, the State ,Police..were. called but they were, unable to 
negotiate with thejMillersi ? SA -Paul '0*Grady ^Rutland, Vermont. £ollowed> 
developments through the State Police, headquarters at^Rutland*. Ho »~ 



b6 



Agent was at the scene in Bethels (S^ cl$S' 
25-3821^^- " ■raW^.^«^ 

C j^c#^ 1 955 EX-I26 

(8) 
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LdV f Ho 



Memo to Mr. Rosen 



SAC Soucy, in a subsequent call, advised of the surrender 
to the USM and State Police of the Millers. Soucy stated- that he 
has instructed Resident Agent 0*Grady to make inquiries as to any 
obvious assault upon the USM and his deputies and to present his 
findings to the U. S. Attorney. Soucy added that -no press inquiries 
have been received although the matter of the apprehension of 
the subjects is receiving considerable publicity. 



AdMON TAKEN; 



SAC Soucy was instructed that the Bureau should be immediately 
advised as to the results of SA 0 , Grady , s Investigation and of the 
U. S. "Attorney's opinion regarding prosecution. 
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FEDERAL Cb'REAU Of IMVtSIISATKW 
U.S. DEPARTMENT, Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 4 1955| 
TELETYPE 



FBJ/ALBANY 
DIRECTOR, FB I 



5-4-55 



6-10 PM 



U R GE N T 



\y\ - - - - - - — - - — - - — - - - — - - - - - - - 





MANUEL^MILLE^AFOy"^ SSA-FORTYEIGHT 
AUTHORIZED COMPLAINT CHARGIN MANUEL MILLER WITH VIOLATION OF SECTION 
ONE ONE ONE, TITLE EIGHTEEN, USC, IN THAT HE IMPAIRED A FEDERAL 
OFFICER, TO WIT, THE US MARSHAL, DISTRICT OF VERMONT, IN THE 
PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTY ON MAY THREE, FIFTYFIVE, AT BETHEL, VERMONT, 
FILED THIS DATE BEFORE USC FREDERIC DELANY, JR., RUTLAND, VT., BY 

t 

SA PAUL H. O-GRADY, THIS DIVISION, MAY FOUR, INSTANT. ^WARRANT SERVE) 
ON MILLER AT WINDSOR COUNTY JAIL, WOODSTOCK, VT., THIS DATE BY SA Ij 
O-GRADY, MILLER ARRAIGNED THIS DATE BEFORE USC DELANY AT WINDSOR^ 

I COUNTY JAIL AND RELEASED AWAITING GRAND JURY ACTION SCHEDULED FOR 
MAY SIX, NEXT, AT BURLINGTON, V T., IN TEN THOUS AND DOLL'ARS BAlL, 
FURNISHED IN CASHIER-S CHECK BY 



OF ,BETHEL,. VT., 



b6 
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SEPARATE FILE BEING OPENED IN ALBANY UNDER CAPTION OF- MANUEL 411 LLER ♦ 



SOUCY 

END AND ACK 
6-li PM OK 



RECOBPgD-35 




12 WAY 




r? 



4 I I 



ce 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form xo. x 

THIS CAS* ORIGINATED AT 



ALBANY 



RBPOfcT MAOg AT 

ALBANY 



DATt WHEN 

maps; 

6/4/55 



wcriod ro* WHICH MAD* 

5/3-6,12,16-20 



■StV55 



RETORT MADS 3Y 

, PAUL H. 0' GRADY pak 



THUS 



MANUEL S. MILLER,* 
VICTIM 



CHARACTER OF CA$E 

ASSAULTING A FEDERAL 
OFFICER 
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SYNOPSIS OP FACTS: 



) 




Subject on 5/3/55 * refused to surrender his wife:, 
LUCILLE S. MILLER, who had been adjudged insane in TJ, S. Dlstri 
Court, District of Vermont, on 4/18/55* to the U. S. Marshal;, 
Vermont, for commitment pursuant to USDC order* MILLER armed 
himself with a 30.06 Winchester rif le and threatened to shoot 
the victim and any other law enforcement officer who attempted 
to take custody of his wife. MILLER defied the U. S. Marshal, 
three of his Deputies, the Sheriff of Windsor County, Vermont, 
and approximately twenty Vermont State Troopers, for approximately 
twelve hours before he finally surrendered, after tear gas was 
used in his home. Authorized complaint charging subject with 
violation of Section 111, Title 18, USC, filed before 0. S. 
Commissioner, Jutland, Vermont, by SA PAUL H. 0 1 GRADY, 3/4/55* 
and warrant served on MILLER at Windsor, Vermont County Jail, 
Woodstock, Vermont, 5/4/55. MILLER, upon arraignment before 
U. S. Commissioner, Rutland, at Woodstock, on May 4, 1955* was 
released on $10,000.00 cash bond. MILLER indicted by Federal 
Grand Jury, Burlington, Vt., 5/6/55* and upon arraignment 5/10/55 > 
in U. S. District Court, Brattleboro, Vermont, pleaded not 
guilty. Investigation reveals MILLER bought the 30,06 caliber 
rifle approximately ten days "before he threatened the Marshal; 
however, interviews of friends, fellow employees and close 
associates, failed to reveal that he made any statements indi- 
cating his Intention to resist the federal officers on 5/3/55 $. . 
between 4/18/55, the date his wife was adjudged insane, and 5/3/55. 



.APPROVED AMP 
■FORWARDED: 



gPE ClAU AO ENT 



DO NOT W*1T6 \H THESC SPACES 




/.2, 
3 
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Bureau 
USA, Burlington. Vermont 
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During the day, .5/3/55* MILLER indicated his intention to resist 
all law enforcement officers with violence to a local doctor, 
a Deputy Sheriff, and a close friend* 

DETAILS ? " ? " 

AT RUTLAND, VERMONT 



On May 3* 1955* at approximately 3:00 p.ou,. 

I I Dispatcher, Vermont State Police District Head quarters, 



a^'i^pd that a request .for assistance had ^>een made bsP 1 



| United -States-Marshal, District of Verm ont, to the Vermont 

State Police t J advised that MarshaltZ h4d made the 

request from Bethel, Vermont, where he, accompanied by .Deputy 
Marshals, was attempting to take LUCILLE S« MILLER of Bethel 
Into custody. 



Ori May .4, 1955* United States deputy Marshal [ 



was interviewed at the Rutland Resident Agency at approxi- 

^-mately 8:30 ft»au* at which time he related the following: 

On April 1$, 1955* at Burlington, Vermont, XUCILLE S. 
MILLER of Bethel, Vermont, who is presently under indictment in 
United States District Court for the District of Vermont on 
eighteen counts of counseling evasion of the Selective Service 
Act of l$k& f was adjudged insane by federal District Court Judge 
ERNEST "W. GIBSON, and was ordered by Judge GIBSON committed to 
the custody of the Attorney General of the United States until 
such time as she is cured of her insanity. On April 18,, 1955 > 
after ruling LUCILLE MILLER insane, Judge GIBSON continued her 
in $1,000,00 bond pending a determination by the Attorney General 
as to the place of commitment of Mrs. MILLER, and Judge GIBSON 
Issued a ijommitment order on April 18, 1955 ♦ 



On April 28, 1955* I 1 United States Marshal, 



District of Vermont, received a telegram from PRANK LOVELAND, 
Assistant Director, Bureau of Prisons, United States Department 
of Justice, advising that St. 'Elizabeths Hospital, (Washington, 
D. had agreed to accept co mmitmen t of XUCILLE Si MILLER, and 
this telegram directed Marshal \ [to make Immediate commitment 
of LUCILLE MILLER to St. ^iizabVcnr^ Hospital in Washington, D. p. 

On May 3, 1955* M arshal j . acco mpanied by Chief 

United States Deputy Marsha ^ | and United States 
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Deputy Marshal I Idrove from Rutland, Vermont* to 

Bethel* Vermon t, arriving at bet hel at appro x imately 10; 10 a.m. 
Marshal l l and Deputy Marshals T EM I parked In 

the yard of the MILLER home and approached the siae door of the 
MILLER home together, XUCILLE MILLER came to the side door and, 
upon observing the three Marshals approaching, immediately 
locked the side door. When the Marshals arrived at the side 
door and told her they had come to take ner Into custody she 
advised them she was not going and she stated that 1 there vrould 
be bloodshed if anyone tried to take her, that the person who 
tried to take her into custody would find himself looking down 
the muzzle of a gun. Mrs. MILLER then ordered all three Marshals 
off the premises, saying that she had no time for them because 
she had some telephone calls to make, The three Marshals then 
left the side door entrance and went back to their automobile ■ 
after trying to reason with Mrs. MILLER. 



Marsha J" 



then left the MILLER residence to place 

a telephone call "to United States Attorney LOUIS G. WHITCOMB, 

l[ 



District of Vermont. While Marshal l Jwas away from -the 
MILLER home MANUEL S. MILLER* husband of XUCILLE MILLER, came 
along the, street, walked across the lawn of the MILLER home, and 
entered the home by the side door. MANUEL and LUCILLE MILLER 
immediately relocked the door after MANUEL MILLER entered. 



Aften. 



Deputy Marsha 



.Marshal 



ihal I returned 

Japproached the side door again to talk to 
MANUEL and LUCILLE WILLER. On this ocaafclon* MANUEL MILLER 



to the MILLER home, he and 



stood directly behind the locked screen door with a rifle in Ms 
hands which he r^p^f 1 ont., th rough th e door toward both the men. 



MILLER told Marshals 

entered or tried to enter 



and Jin substance that if any man 
his home he would take that man's life, 



and he would use the rifle to shoot any, invader; -that if anyone 
took LUCILLE MILLER out of his home that person would talce her 
only over 'MANUEL MILLER »s dead body. Then he told the Marshals 
to get away from his home, that the gu y wa<i tra ded and* after 
pointing. t.h* ri.fie direct ly at Marshal I stomach, he told 

Marshals land | [ that the safety catch was on the gun* 

but If Marshal f ImaSe one mo ve he woul d remove the safety 
catch and fjre' me gtfn ^ at Mayahai j 

Marsha ^ fr tated that as of the time MANUEL MILLER 

made the above statement he had one hand In his pocket. He 
immediately took his hand out of his pocket and plainly showed 
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his hand,s__j____!__ 
Marshals 



Marsha 
During 




ter this statement by MANUEL MILLER,, 
returned to their automobile. 



nd Marshal 
whilfi_MarflEa 



b6 
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zne time that Marsha 



remained at 4Jfee TIa*c>Xi 1 



went for help* 

s contacting Sheriff MBLVTN 



W, MOORE, NA, Windsor County, and the Vermont State Police, 
MANUEL MILLER kept coming to the door periodically and peering 
out, and he walked around Inside his home carrying the gun at 
all times. 



Marabai 
Deputy Sheriff. 
MANUEL MILLER 
ailowedL 



I I T»a turne d at approximately 11:00 a,ra, with 



JiAeC 

|who had volunteered to talk with 

MILLER 

home, ©iey talked for a short time, 
out of the house, came to the Marshals 1 



Jji an attempt to persuade him to surrender, 
Ln±£i his hom 

parne out 

the Marshal 



±ha£_MILLER_meanfc everything that 
arrived at Bethel at 



_m€ 
If 



after which 

car and informed the Marshals 
J he had said. Deputy Marshalf _____ 

approx l"«+ -* 'i" 1 Tf X ? p,nu, a t wnien - Time n o tranoported Depu ty 

■ Mai ' gUa _| p tway from tho MTTLT T R home to a p lace of~safety, 

Vermon t fii .n te Troopers from the vavlous ' UL Strict Headqttarters 
began t o - arrive in Bethel jOt ap p roxiiaately liOO p, nf, a*-4id j ^^<*m^'*~ £ * 

" " .^^^jt^f^rS^ 

Sheriff MOORE approached the e-Um*H 




front door of the MILLER home and attempted to talk with both of 
the MILLERS, He was also threatened by MANUEL MILLER and he was 1 
covered by MILLER *s rifle at all times during his conversation 
with MILLER, At no time was Sheriff MOORE allowed inside the 
door of the MILLER home. During the entire period from 10:10 a.m. 
until 1*30 or 2:00 p.m. in the afternoon, Mrs, MILLER could be 
observed making telephone calls in the living room, and at 
approximately 12:00 noon, and from then on throughout the after- b7c 
noon, a ateady stream of newspaper reporter_s_and_cameramen 
continued to arrive* According to Marshal \ I whenever any 

one of these men approached the MILLER house, MILLER or Mrs. 
MILLER, upon finding out that this person was a reporter or 
photographer, would come out on the porch and pose for photographs, 
and in each instance of being photographed MANUEL MILLER held his 
rifle in such a manner a3 to indicate that he was protecting his 
wife and his home with the rifle* 



At approximately 3:*5*p.m,, according to Marshal 
three children of Mri — - md Mn« — mttt er were picked up^ 



the 

school by Deputy Marshal 



and Deputy Marshal 



-4- 
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and they were kept In the Marshals* automobile throughout the 
remainder of the afternoon and evening so that they would not 
be endangered >y going to their home. 

Between 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p,m, in the afternoon 
several leading citizens of the village of Bethel took turns 
entering the MILLER home where they tried to talk the MILLERS 
into surrendering, but without success. 

About 5:00 p.m., Commissioner WILLIAM H, BAUMANN, 
Department of Safety, Head of the Vermont State Police, went to 
the front door of the MILLER home unarmed in his shirt sleeves 
and entered with several of the newspapermen* giving the 
appearance that he, too, was a newspaperman. After he had 
. entered the house, Mrs, .MILLER recognized him, after, which' 
MANUEL MILLER pointed the rifle muzzle at Commissioner BAUMANrt»s 
stomach, pressed it against his stomach, and forced him back out 
the front door. For a period of approximately twenty minutes 
Commissioner BAUMANN kept MILLER in conversation through the 
screen door at the front of the house and during this entire '< 
period of time MILLER kept the gun pointed directly at Commissioner >■ 
SAUMANN, Between 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 p,m, on May 3, 1955* no y < 

incidents of note occurred and MILLER continued to hold out until 
shortly after 10:00 p.m., at which time ten to twelve gas canisters *> ., • 
were thrown into the MILLER home. As soon as the tear gas 
began to take effect throughout the MILLER home, the subject came 
out on the porch roof through a second story window and after 
halae directed to throw his gun off the porch by Deputy Marshal I 
I |t he subject did throw the gun down and surrender. b6 ' 

LUCILLE MILLER was taken out of the house shortly thereafter in b7c 
a slightly gassed condition and was removed to Rutland Hospital, 

* , ■ 

After MILLER surrendered to the Marshals He was immediately 
placed under arrest for assaulting a Federal Officer and was 
removed to the Windsor County Jail at Woodstock, Vermont, where 
he was arraigned at midnight before United States Commissioner 
FREDERIC :F, DELANY, Jr., on a charge .of assaulting a Federal 
Officer, and he was remanded to the custody of Sheriff MOORE at 
the Windsor County Jail in default of $10,000.00 bond, • 

1 — 1 On My 4, 1955 > at approximately 9**5 "I 

L Chief Deputy Marshal ; District of Vermont, was inter- 
viewed briefly at the Rutland Hospital vhere she was arranging 



-5 
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for the transportation of LUCILLE MILtER to St. Elizabeth's 
Hospital, Washington. ,D, C» Notes of the entire interview or 

Deputy Marshall |iade by SA. PAUL H., 0 1 GRADY at the time of 

the interview were read to, her and sh e stated to her recollection 
the facts as related by Deputy Marsha^ |rere. true, and correct 
in each detail . 1 



b6 
b7C 



automobile of Deputy Marshal 



furth 



fit* val 



ited that she was seated 
MILLER home in plain sight of the door which. Marshals [ 



at 
pa 



rked in the driveway 



] approached at the ti m^ 
tened Marshall ||_ 



Mflwrnrr. mtt 



threa 

the gun at Marshal 
i on, but I can_thrpw~rr 
at Marshal 



makes a move* 



II . . 

Jnd heard him say,. "The , safety catch is 
very quickly and fire aO jwm ( pointing 
if that man (meaning Deputy Marshal; ] 



in the 
of the 
and 



came to the door and 
saw the subject point 



Deputy Marshals! 



The facta 
s|_ 



_of Instant case as obtained from interview of 
_|and |~ I were presented to the Honorable 



LOUIS 6. WHITCOMB, District of Vermont,. United States Attorney, 
by telephone on May 4. 1955 Mr, WHITCOMB advised that he had 
interviewed Marsha l l lrt the United States Attorney's, Office 

at Burlington on May 4, 1955* and on the basis of this interview 
and the interviews of the. Deputy Marshals* Mr, WHITCOMB authorized 
the filing of a complaint charging the subject with a violation 
of Section 111, Title 18, United. States Code. On May 4, 1955> 
SA PAUL H. O 1 GRADY filed the above described complaint before 
United States Commissioner FREDERIC F. DELANY, Jr., at Rutland, 
and Commissioner DELANY issued a warrant on the same date, 

AT WOODSTOCK, VERMONT 

SA PAUL ,H. O 1 GRADY served the warrant of arrest on 
MANUEL MILLER at the Windsor County Jail at approximately 4:00 
p.m.. on May 1955> after which the subject was immediately 
arraigned before United States Commissioner DELANY in the Windsor 
Municipal Courtroom at the Windsor Goamfcy. Jail and MILLER was 
released that same afternoon in $10,000. nn bond, fnmiqhed by 

two fellow to wnsmen of Bethel,. Vermont J and 

' pending action of the Federal, Grand Jury. A 
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AT BETHEL, .VERMONT 



On May £, 19£$J praham 

Hardware Company,. Main St.,. exniDitea to ba FEUE h, u>GRADY 
the firearms registry book maintained, by the Graham Hardware 
Co, in which the following notation was observed: 
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"Date 



Purchaser 

MANUEL MILLER 
Bethel, Vermont 



Description 

Model 70, 
Winchester rifle, 
30* 06 Caliber, 
serial no. 383662 



Source of Supply 
Hagar Hardware. Co. 



advised, that he personally sold, the 
Model 70, Winchester Rifle to MANUEL MILLER, on April 22, 19$$, 
and that he inscribed the above quoted q uotation in the firearm 
registry book on the same date. | | further advised that 

the instant sale of the rifle was a cnarge sale, he. explained 
that MANUEL' MILLER maintains a running charge account in his 



b6 
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sftnrft under the name of Miller Machine Co.,- Bethel, Vermont. 

Jtated th at on April 22, MILLER, entered bis. store 



alone, and askedCj 
for sale, 



□ if he had any .22 caliber revolvers 

replied in the negafcttta^ FILLER 

again 



to which|_^ 

then asked if he had any .22 rifles, to which 
replied in the negative.; MILLER then, looked over to 



guns. 



on the gunrack. in the store and setffrtftrl the Model 70 Winchester 



30. 06 caliber ri£I&*_ 
buy this gun for i 

gun and two boxes, of 30 . Ob shells. 



y 



that he wanted to. 



purchase 

Is dated' APPIJ. ZZT, 



and he purchased, the 
"AT the time of this 
executed invoice number 63119-,- which 
and reflects, a charge to the Miller- 
Machine Co. of Bethel, Vermont, one 30.06: Winchester rifle 
at the price, of $LP5>» and two boxes, of 30.06 shells at the 
price, of #3*90 per box for a total of :,;7»80, making the total, 
on the invoice. :,?112.8o. 



accompanied py{ 



1 further related that on April 30, W$$ f MILLER, 



„ la^niiLfintered the store and at 

this time MILLER, said tq |need s a clean ing kit for 

the gun." MILLER bought a clean im Kit and I ~k xecuted 
invoice; number 63303, which reflects that on- April 30, 1955, 
there was charged to the Killer Machine account one gun cleaning 
kit in the value of ^2.98. 



b7C 
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At approximately- 10.J30. AM onJdifiL-marning of 
Hay : V* 1955.. the United States Marshal f_ | came to 

thS | |home, Which is locafceii dirAftffiy ri kriows ^hfi 



Street from the MIL LER reside nce, and Informer, 
that? he desired thaC__ZZ] talk with MANUEL MILLED 
to attempt to influence MILLER not to further resist the 
Federal officers .who were attempti ng to- serve a committment 
order on LUCILLE MILLER. | | telephonically advised 

Sheriff MELVIN MQORE' of MlLLES's resistance, to the Federal 
officers, and then went, to the. MILLER home; When he. arrived 
at the door he was. met by MANUEk MILLER who was carrying- a 
}nd the fir at thing that MILLER said ; as he met 
at the. door was "Did you come, here to arrest me?" 
I replled in the negative, and told. MILLER that he. 
wanted to talk with him about his senseless resistance. 

| remained in the MILLER, home for approximately 

twenty minutes; and. during the. conversation, that he had 
with MILLER, regarding- this incident, MILLER at one. instance, 
made, the remark "I am not going to hurt anyone, unless'they 
try to take. LUCILLE. If anyone" lays hand on LUCILLE, there 
will be. bloodshed ." During the entire, twenty minute, inter- , 
view by | | MILLER, gave no. indication that he intended 

to change his mind about resistance. 1 



. advised, that he talked- with. MANUEL KILLER 

on several occasions between". April 18,. and May 3, 1955, and 
at no time did. he ever receive any indication from MILLER 
that MILLER intended to resist the Federal, officers on " 
May- 3, 19f>5» puring one conversation- during the period 
fr pi franU 1 &, 1955 to May- 3, 1955, MANUEL MILLER did say 
j£~ 1 ' - -- - ----- - • •• -* 



to 
hi 

her. " 



hat he thought Judge GIBSON was going to. take 

s wire an<i send her to Washington,- where "They will- torture 



, |advised that he himself was. not actually 

present at. any time when the United states Marshal) or his. 
Deputies were threatened by MILLER'.. 



|at the conclusion of the interview stated' 

that; the above, facts were true to the best of his recollection 
and he advised that he did not desire to sign a statement. 



On May- 16, 1955, 
identified himself as the 



isuni4.y- ruysAczan ojl vno nlLLERS 



who. 



furnished- the following- voluntary signed statement: 



1 



I [ at the time of this interview furnished b6 

duplicate copies of invoices #63119 a nd 63303 which are b7c 
being retained? as evidence. | p ointed out that the 

originals- of these two invoices:,, under his bookkeeping system, 
were furnished to MANURE MILLER on' April; 22, and April,30, ; 



1955>. respectively., , '. v 



advisedvthat- he will retain, the; firearms; 
registry and oth'er copies of the invoices described above 
in the event that they are needed in any trial of MILLER 
in the future.- 

AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT , 

, - On May 6, 1955,, the; Honorable LOUIS G*, WHITCOMB,. 
United; States Attorney: 1 , District? of .Vermont,, presented/ the 
facts of the instant case, to the Federal Grand Jury and an 
indictment charging the subject with violation of. Section 
111,. Title 18,. USC,. was returned by the. Grand Jury on the 
same date. 



On May 6, 1955, United, States. Marshall! I exhibited 



the 30.06 Winchester rifle , r Model 70, taken from, MANUEL MILLER 
on May 3, 1955/ and it was ascer*tained__that the serial number 

on the. gun is no. 283662 Marshal l J advised that Vermont 

State Police Sergeant l Jof Troop "K", : , Vermont 

State Police, Montpelier,. Vermont, was. the officer who reco vered 



dvised 
Was - leaded 



the gun at the_time_MILIiER surrendered' it. Marshal 

that Sergeant! ascertained that the gun 

with four shells at the time he recovered it from MILLER on b6 

May U 1955.>> ■ " , b7c 

AT ALBANY, NEW YORK • 

On May 11, 1955 > Mr., WHITCOMB advised SA HORACE S. 
HALLETT by telephone that the subject was arraigned on the 
indictment in Federal District Court,. Brattleboro, Vermont, 
on May 10, 1955, at which, time he entered a plea of not 
guilty.. 

On May 12, 1955, Mr. WHITCOMB advised $A PAUL H. 
0 lf GRADY that he desired the. following investigation conducted: 



1. Interview, | Deputy Sheriff, 

Windsor County, Bethel, regarding the events which occurred 
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"Bethel, Vt.. 
Kay 16, 1955 

Bethel, Vt. make tbftj 



following voluntary signed statement to. Special Agents 

"I and. Baul-.H. 0' Grady of the F.B.£. , 
No threats or promises have- been made to me to obtain 
this statement... * 1 know that I do hot have to make any 
statement and .JC know that any statement r do make may " 
be used *im a court of law* I know £ have a right to 
counsel Jn- this jflatter.' ' 

"On Hay 3, 1955, at approximately 3:00 PM,. I 
was advised by a - Vermont State Trooper that an incident 
was occurring at the home- of Manuel. Killer,. Bethel, Vermont, 
As a town selectman, I, v;ent to the vicinity of the, Miller; 
home, where X learned that Manuel Miller and his wife, , 
tucille,-: we're- locked in 'their home, and Manuel, had a gun, 
and refused, to allow U.S. Marshall to. take, custo dy of hi; 
wife. I: then, after' having contacted US. Marshal 



entered the Miller home- where. I saw Manuel holdinF ^a. rir 
T ask ed Manuel to, talk with me. privately. He, said 



le. 



was in, the other room, and we. could talk togeTESr 
m tn e other roo m. Manuel and P w ent- into the other room. 



and 



were, both, present. All 



where 

four dr us commtj nce'a & aiscussiori of Miller r s refusal to 
surrender his wife to the Marshal. 

"During the course- of this discussion. X told 
Miller he was violating the' law by using a gun. to. impede 
an officer in performance, of his duty. Re then, stated. 
"Hone of the authorities including the courts would protect 
me^ and my wife, etnd give, her the. trial which the Constitution, 
of the United' States, gives her the right to have. Under 
those circumstances T have no. recourse but to protect my 
Wife, myself." Subsequently he; stated he intended, to shoot 
it out. with the officers and they would not be able to. lay 
hands on her" except over his dead body,. At this point I 
reminded Miller that the Marshal was determined to take 
her, and that that evening the house, would be gassed, and 
the officers would come, in. If he, then started shooting 
they would come, shooting and though he might, injure or 
kill two or three officers, undoubtedly he himself would. 
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"be killed, and he. would then have not resolved, his problem, 
nor protected big- wife,- and, would only make everything 
worse for her*. To this reasoning Miller replied, that? he 
did. not care if he died because he would have done his 
duty, 

"After this X returned to the tr.S.. Marshal, told, 
him the. results, of the conference with. Miller. , While I 
waited the Marshal called the United States Attorney, after 
which the Marshal told me that the U.S.. Attorney had advised 
the Marshal that the Federal Judge was willing to hold a 
special session of court. at 'Brattleboro if the. Millers 
would appear voluntarily there that evening* 

"I returned to the; Miller house, explained, to 
Manuel that if he and his wife would appear a special 
session of court would, be held for them at Brattleboro 
that evening. Manuel then asked, if I would guarantee 
him- and his wife, safe conduct to and from the. court. X' 
told. him. no, I could promise no such thing, he then replied 
£t was just a trick to get his wife into court- so thejs could, 
grab her.- Then Manuel said "I Will have nothing to do with- 
it whatever*" "X will stay here and defend my wife and my 
home, even if I. am killed." 1 

"X have read this statement, consisting of four 
pages and this one and it is 1 the truth to. the best of my 
knowledge. 



"Signed 



Special Agent,. Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 



b6 
b7C 



Paul H. 0 'Grady, Special Agent,,' F.B.I. , Albany" 



On May 16, 195£, 
Bethel, adVised. as follows 1 ? 



Early in the afternoon of May 3, 195£> he heard 
that' MANUEL MILLER' was re/ffl qftl ntr, Ffl^al officers, at his' 
home . and accompani ed by 



Afte; 




of Randolph, Vermont, 
dmission 
h. was granted, to both] [.and. 
ntered the MILLER; hom b, ue t old 



went to the MILlisr home where he s ought 
from MAJJUJfiL MX 
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LUCILLE MILLER who was also present; in* the living room 
that he; wished, to fcfilk_n*ivately with MANUEL KILLER. 
MANUEL, MILLER told- he would meet him- in the 



dining room shortly, and | 1 waited, in the dining, room 
for approximately: twenty minuses while MANUEL MILLER, 
talked to. representatives of the news.papers^ln_the_living 

room. After MILLER entered the dininqr nnnm I frftifrari 

with my*. at-langlitL in ft*™ prese p™ nf 1 

and Rev;., 
period t 



T 

To ] 



stated 

&« uu< iircervieweu. tne subject 



uuai/ miring- errcxr 

he stressed to him the disgrace he : was bringing on the 
community, on his, parents, his- other relatives, and his 
children, j-and-hfli urged; him to give: up immediately;. MILLER 

refused. stated, that he cannot recall that MILLER 

made any statements - to him during this conversation to the 
effect that if anyone tried, to take LUCILLE MILLER away * 
there would- be bloodshed* or that he, MILLER, would kill: 
anyone. . 



l advised that the above facts, are true, 
to the best of his- recollection. He declined to execute 
a signed statement,, andi he* advised that he doesnot desire, 
to testify in court in, this matter due. to his extremely 
poor health-resulting; from arthritis. . . 



On. May .17, 1955, 



was interviewed. 



at his home at which, time he furnished the following- 
voluntary signed statement r 



"I, 



"BetheX, Vt. 
May 17, , 1955 



_ Vt., make the 

«\ea ssauemem; "to Special Agents 

I and Paul H. Q» Grady, Special 

Agents of the F.B.I.. No threats, or promises have been 
made to me to obtain, this statement,. E know I do. not have ; 
to make any statement and,! know that any statement I make 
may be used in 1 a court of law. E know I have a. right to 
a lawyer in this matter. 

"I. have known Manue). Miller for 2£ years, and' 
during: that period I have never known him to use a gun 
at any time even to. go hunting. 
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"Between April 18, X9££ and May 3, I never heard 
Killer make, any statement or give any -indication by his.' 
actions that he intended to use a. gun on. May 3 to present 
any officers from arresting his ,wife» 

"On May 3> 19S2, at about 1:00 PM a customer ot 
mine at/Rochester, Vt. told me Miller was holding, off U.S. 
Matshals with a gun according to a radio, broadcast. 

"1 called. Miller by phone from Stoekbridge, Vfc., . 
very soon- after 1:00 PM, and asked him if It were true he 
was resisting the officers with, a gun. He said it was 
true, he did- hot know anything else to do, that they had 
come to take his wife, and lie wash' t going to let them. 

"I drove back to Bethel- about. 0:00 PM on May 3,. 
19f>£, where., after talking with Commissioner Baumann;? 
of the Vermont State. Police 1 went to Miller's home, and 
went into the house. I talked with. Manuel in the presences 
of Lucille. Miller for a considereble period of time.' 1 ■ 

, "1 told Manuel he wa& out on. a limb that he would 
get" nowhere ■ resisting the officers., t told him not to 1 
shoot, anyone, and he answered "X shan't shoot anyone, 
Raymond," About a. minute later, he added "Unless they 
come Into my house and drag my wife out." After further 
t f alk,.. 1" said to Lucille "You know Manuel will be killed 
right hero if you resist and go through with this.."' She: , 
said. "Oh, no, No such, thing. What makes you f>el that way? 
Don't be so dubious." "There hasn't been anyone killed yet 
and probably won*-t be:." 1 said "These officers are coming 
into the house, and if you bring that gun up, you are going 
to get it." Manuel said "If that is the way its going to 
be £ guess that will be it. I'm going to protect my wife 
anyway,; that is the only thing I know to do." 

Hl_loft the Miller house, talked with Baumann and 



then went back to Miller's with, an offer 



Marshall 

from Baumann. rhat: he would not press State charges if they 
would gtvo up right away* When. 1 told Miller, he- refused, 
to accept Baumann' s offer. I- again told Miller not to use 
the gun, and this time- he indicated he. would not use. it.' 

"I made one more visit, to the Miller home in the ; 
evening, and during the third visit, he made, no statements' 
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"regarding us© of the gun or resisting of the officers. 

- ' , 

!*! have read the above statement consisting of 
this page and three others and it is the truth to the 
best of my knowledge. , , 



"Signed 



, Special Agent, federal Bureau, 
of Investigation" 



AT RANDOLPH, VERMONT 



Oh, May 17, VS$$ 9 
at hi s office, He advised' as TSJXwm 



was interviewed. 



He is not well -acquaint ad with MANUEL- MILLER 
since he has only resided in Randolph-Bethel area for 
a. short period of time.. He did not see: MANUEL MILLER at 
any time during, the period. between April 18, 19££, and 
May 3, 195£. 

On May 3, 19££, at approximately 1:00 PM,. while* 
driving through Bethel, he met 1 some representatives of the 
Vermont State. Police, whose identities are unknown to himv 
and. they Informed him of the; Incident occurring at the ' - 
KILL ER homo. The Ver mont State Trooper's ; then *»acma« fcff«f 



accompan; 



attempting to. 
Accompanied by 
home at nmyvax 
with 



t's home, in;, ordex 1 tnat; he. might assistf 



uJ tof 
"In, 



fralfr KILLER- into living up his. resistance. 

arrived, at MILLER.' s. 



mspxy m are win on time he was admitted 
and he and I stayed in the home for , 



approximately- two hours , during- which they attempted, to 
argue MILLER into surrendering. During the entire two ' . 
hour interview with MILLER,- MILLER, clearly stated, at- fell 
times, and demonstrated by his attitude* that he. intended 
to. defend his wife, using; the rifle; if necessary, and he 
maintained that he would defend' his wife with his. life if 
that were ne p . fisaarv , T At no time during this Interview, 

according to \ did MILLER give any indication that 

he Intended fco cnange his intention to use force to resist, 
the Federal officers If necessary. 



-l£- 



AE-8'9-24. ' 

| stated that, the above facts were true to, 

his. best recollection, and. he. stated, that he does, not wish 
to sign any statement. 



On May V?, 1955, 
Methodist Church of Bethel, was interviewed at his, home 
in Randolph, .Vermont, He advised as follows: ' 

> Sometime between the date In- February-, on which 
LUCILLE' KILLER. wa s 1 temporarily committed to the Brattleb.oro 
Retreat, and April 10, 195?, be- did talk" with MANUEL and 
LUCILLE MILLER, but he d£d not talk- to either of the MILLER'S, 
between. April 16, 19$$., and flay 3, 1955. He denied that 
MANUEL MILLER ever made any statements, indicating that he 
would resist with force any attempt to commit his wife, to; 
any institution. .« .. 



advised, that he did go to; the MILLER 

home, and" th6re talKed. with. MANUEL MILLER. In an attempt to 
get; him to; ^Ive up resistance, to Federal officers on May 3,, 
1955, but he stated; that he cannot recall, that. MANUEL MILLER 
made any statements during the period of time, that Rev. ' 
SAUM was in the MILLER home on May' 3, 1955, indicating that 
he would actually' snoot anyone, or that he intended, to 
defend his wife and. himself with his. rifle even if he lost 
his own life. 



, stated that he- did not desire to sign 

any statement as v<x the above facts, nor does he desire to. 
testify in any trial of the; MILLER case. 

AT. BB?HEL. VE3K0NT 



and[" 
that" 



On May IS, 1955, 

Co., was intervieftea &z ms oitics. 



hft advised. 

that he had. never heard MANUEL MILLER make, any statement 
either during, the period tvt<mJSsa&LX8, 1955 1 to May 3, 1955, 
or at any other time, that he intended, to use, force to 
prevent his wjt£e__C2»om being taken, into Federal, custody at 

4 any rumors nor received, any 
_|Co. that the subject had ever 



Ine.ver. hftar 
andl 



any time, and 
reports at the 

made any such ki>aubwJ nt to any of the, employees of the 
Company ' 
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£iri-Jiay 1 8., 195 5. 

~]Co., was. interviewed at? his office, 



and[ 



and he too stated that he had never heard MANUEL MILLER 
make any statement at any time that he, MILLER, intended, 
to. use force to prevent his wife j^aiLkaine taken into 
Federal custody at any time,. andF Istated he. never 

hea rd any ru mors o r received any' rupurus 'at the plant, of 
the: | J an< T~ \ Co. that the. subject had ever made, any 
sucrl statement to any other employees of the* company. 

On May -19, 1955, Confidential Informant T-l, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
and. who has, resided in Bethel,- and known MILLER, throughout 
his lifetime, advised that if the subject made any statement 
to. anyone during; the period from April 18,, 1955, to May 3, 
1955, indicating that he intended to resist the Federal 
o^fiaayg. h e ii-ndftiih-hfid*rv mati* these statements to either 

^ 1 ™» I | both maintenance men at 

\ and - | qo. , who are subject' s. two closest friends. 



the j ~| and] 
very closely witm 



On Mav- 20 . 195£* 



Co. 



P-£2 fi±_ 



stated 



was interviewed at 

l advised that he. has. worked , 
sublftrt f.n the repairing, of various 



anf 

Jh&t 



Company, over a period of 
ae -calked with the subject on. 
xn occasions, during the period from April 18, 1955, 



machlnf 
years* 
numerot 

to- May 3, 1955, and he stated that he never heard MILLER,' 
make any statement- or give any indication during that? 
period thiat he intended to use force on Hay 3, 1955, to. 
resist the Federal, officers. 



at 



O n Hay 2 0, 19^. 



anq 



]too states 



was. interviewed 

____ that he has 

worked closely with the subject for several years. [ 



stated that he too talked with the subject on numerous- 
occasions during the period from April. 18, 1955, to 
Hay 3, 1955, and he stated that he never heard KILLER, 
make- any statement or give any indication during this 
period, that he intended to use force, on Hay 3, 1955> to 
resist the Federal officers:.. 



Bot j ~\ 



. .. 1 r ,nd advised they were not 

present at or near rne will&k home at any time during 
Hay 3,. 1955, nor did they have, any conversation with 
MILLER on May 3, 1955. 



Confidential Informant? !C--2?,. who has furnished- 
reliable Information in the. past,- advised that «.he knew 
of no statements on the part of the subject during ths 
period of AprXX 10, 19£5, to May 3, 1955* indicating that, 
he intended, to resist the Federal officers, with- force when 
they came, to take custody of his Wife, T>2 further advised 
that he was present in the area of the KILLER home. on. • 
May 3> l$>$- 9 and to his knowledge the' only persons, with 
the exception of newspaper representatives, who entered 

the MILLER' ftfywA, artA gmiffhfr t-n VwrtMofl WTf,r,BP Q trr,4/T 



and 



b€ 
b7C 



AT- RUTLAND, VERMONT 



_ Through review of newspaper articl es, contact 
with l I fbr the 

"Rutland, Vermont EeraldM on Hay 17, 1955, and from 
information received by United States Attorney WHITCOMB 
the following list of news service and newspaper representatives 
have been identified as having been present in the MILLER 
home sometime during the day on, May 3, X955': 



White thv^ VftVW 



Randolph, Vermont, 



Hampshire 



(Jlaremont, Kew 



.e' 



] "Rutland Herald", 



Rutland, v.. _ 

I J Lebanon, New Hampshire, 

Associated Press Hews Service, 



b6 
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United Pre^s_ 
Hew Xork. 



ce_ 



Albany,- N.T7 



Mbntpelier, Vermont, ! 

i 

"Times-Union? .Albany,. 
"Times -Union", 



"Union-Lea der" 



"Times-Union", Albany 
Hanches.tery. Hew Hampshire 



Manchester, n.k 



Vermont •• 



New .Hampshire., Report ery 

Burlington "Daily News", Burlington,. 
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Kontpelier. 



radio station, 



Lebanon, N.K.,, "Valley News" 



On May 17,, 1955, [ 



was interviewed. 



at the"Rutland Herald" office, at wh -^ he furnished 



a copy of a. b yline st ory written, by 
~^ ' nl^ 



dated Kay 4, 



] describes an interview he had with 



1955, wherein 

Mr. and Mrs. MANUEL KILLER in the MILES I? home on Kay 3, 
19$$, at, which time MILLER- had a rifle in his hands and. 
was. resisting Federal officers. In. the articl e I 
quoted MILLER, as saying "X don't wish to do any harm to. 
anyone," but if necessary he said, he would "resort to 
violence before surrendering her" (LUCILLE MILLER) . 



that he; can recall 



when interviewed on. May 1-7, I955» stated 



HILLS? fttr fcha 



tat ion as the. wording used by- 
interviewed MILLER, on May 3, 
advisea snai: he did' not wish to execute a. 



time 




1955. . 

signed statement nor does he desire to testify in any 
trial in the MILLER case. ' 

AT BETHEL, VERMONT 



On May IB, 19$$, 



was inter- 



viewed at Whitcomb High School.. She stated that she 
never engaged in any discussion, or argument at. any time 
with MANUEL MILLER relative to whether or not his wife 
should be surrendered to: Federal officers., and she has 
no knowledge of any statements, by MILLER between. April 18, 
and Kay 3, 1955* relative to MILLSS* s. intention, to use 
force against Federal, officers, on May 1955'. 

AT- RUTIAND,. VERMONT 

On May 2.0, 1955, Confidential Informant T-3, 
who has furnished reliable information 1n the nost. 
advised that- on] 
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The subject's physical description as obtained 
from Sheriff W. KQORE, NA, or Windsor County> 

Vermont, is. as. follows:- 



NTame: 

Address:" ' 
A&e: 

flace of birth; 
Height: - - 
Weight* 
Complexion: 
Hair: ( . 
Eyes :, 

Scars and marks: 
Karital. status: 



Occupation: 
mglpyment: 



.MANU2L S.-.-HXttm. 
-.- Bethel, Vemont 

k& 

Bethel,-. Vermont 
£»10" 
170 lbs, 
■ Fair > 
Dark brown. 
,Brown 

None visible. 
Carried 

Wife, LUCILLE' S, KILLER 
Throe children 
Machinist: 

Killer" Kachine Gov 1 
Bethel, Vermont 
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Administrative , Data : 

On Hay Ij., 6, 12, and 27, 19£5, SA OTE E. 
0 1 GRADi f Inquired of* United States Attorney WKETCW 
whether he, d ^f-nnff .that; signed stateme nts, be. ohfe ainftrt 

and Deputy Marshal s! l and 
Kr. WK 




Marshal ^ 
and on each of these* dates I 



ffiVZGOm advised 
did not, desire, signed, statements from, these 



that h< 

individuals because he. has prepared a transcript' of 
their testimony for use by him in the trial of this 
case*. 



int erv i ewe.a. on Hay 17, 1955 * at 
States Attorney WBISfCOMB* - , 



"Rutland Herald" was 
"the request of United 



[ 



The information relative to 



■x-i on way iiu, iy>£, at? tne request o 
Attorney WKIT-COl-IB. ' 



Informants: 
2=1 • [ 



/as obtained, front 
• United States 



he Kept confidential. 



J wno- requested mats her identity 



T-2 is 

who requested th ai; im* xcummxy liepc coniKtentiai. " 



a confidential 



' source Of the. Albany Division. 

Leads : 

!£HE AEBAUY- DIVISION' 

AT' BK&TILEBORO, VERhONT 

Will follow, and report Federal prosecution of 
the. subject in the 'District of Vermont,; 
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Reference : 

Telephone call from ASAC, Albany- to the 
-Bureau, Hay 3, 1955- 



ADMINISTRATIVE- PAGE 
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> STANDARD FORM NO. U 



Oj^^ Memorandum • united stSes;government 



TQ : DIRECTOR, FBI 
fromW'sac, ALBANY (89-24) 

SUBJECT: MA WIRT. S. ^TT.T.Kft j 

J- VICTIM 
FEDS 



DATE: 6/1^/55 



ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER 

CH^ Re report of SA PAUL H. 0 'GRADY, at Albany, 

9 I dated 6/H/$$ v 

Bureau requested to make following corrections 
in referenced report: 



\ 




Page 2 - paragraph 2, line 3, change "8:30 .p.rrn" 
to "8:30 a.m.V 

ftftwnr.v> i — ij.ne change 



... illt • 



Page 21 - Pa- 
/ y to 

\M Page 21 1- Paragraph 1 T llne,5>, change 







to 



The copy designated for the "United States Attorney, 
District of Vermont, and the Albany Office copies are being 
changed. JJf^ 



§5 




NOT RECORDED 

10.JJN 16 1955 



3195!) 



t 



0-19 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr- Board man , 
Mr. Nichols ... 
Mr. Belcooctt _ 

Mr. Hajbo 

Mr. Mohr 



f>4 



M/. Parsons _ 

Rosen 
r Mr. Tao© _ _ 
Mr. Sizoo . 



Mr. Winterrowd , 
Tele. Room \ 
Mr. Holloman 
Miss 




yndiclrnents Dismissed in Home Siege C 

•i^lONTPELIER. Vt;. June 9 <TO-A Federal Jud«e ; acting 
, L£r^»fe/fcJv dismissed Indictments asalnst Manuel;! 




ton for mental tests, w*s' later taken^t* the- Capitals St. Mixaoew* 
•Hospital. " > ft/ff , .rH »• I 



Man uel Mftller APO 

-Complaint "filed $-k-$$ at Bethel Vt. 
charging impeding USM Miller arraigned same day 
and released on bail, to appear before FGJ 

Mrss Miller is subject of SSA I4.8 on a charge of 
counseling evasion. Investigation completed. 
She is mentally incompetent. This APO matter 
grew out pf the SSA case. 

RAA 
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Wash, Pose and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N..Y. Herald Tribune 
N. Y. Mirror 



Date: 



•TANDARO FORM NO. U 

V 



Offic^MenMandum • 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

* Director, FBI date: 7/6/55 

SAC, Albany (89-14) 

subject: 47/7x7 MANUEL STILLER: 1 

I I VICTIM t , 
ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFltcn 



TO 



FROM 




VICTIM 
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v .,„, . — Rerep of SA PAUL H. 0' GRADY at Albany dated 
unfe" 4, 1955. J&vWKrsfrtyfi Z <\ - lS c i- X ^ 

At the request of the Honorable LOUIS G, WHITCOMB, 
United States Attorney, District of Vermont, Speci al Arpnft 

PATTT. H Q » GRADY reinterview ed Chief Deputy Marshall I 

Jand Deputy Marshall I United States 



Marshal's Office, District of Vermont, at Brattleboro, Vermont,, 
on June 10, 1955, prior to their testimony before the Federal 
Grand Jury on that date. The United States Attorney re-presented 
facts of instant case to the Federal Grand Jury on June 10, 
1955, seeking a new indictment to replace the original 
indictment,, which was- dismissed 'in United States District Court 
on June 9, 1955, on' the grounds that it was faulty. 



The facts-contained in the original statement of 
Deputy Marshal l l and Chief Deputy 'Marshal ANDERSON, as 

set for th on-joag espg ¥r * & of the rerep, were reviewed with 

Marshal sT fi nd I |by SA\\0» GRADY at which time they 

made certain corrections in their recollections, which corrections 
are hereinafter set forth: 

page 2 - paragraph 2, line 3> change "8:30 p;m." to 
"8:30 a.m." 

•Page 3 - paragraph 2, last line, strike out "at Marshal 

i 

I 

1,. line 2, change "Marshals' car" 



Page' 4 -. naasaraaa 
to "Deputy Marshal 



Jar." 



read as follows: 



pacta 4 - paragraph 2, line 7, change "Deputy Marshal 
]arrived,,.etc." through end of paragraph 2, to 



PH0:rvk 
(3) 




Nor »t«V#£ fy *"™* * * * 



25 



HOT RfiCOKOKO 

6 JUL 11 1955 





# 



«AL 69-14' 




"Deputy Marshall |arrived at 



b6 
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and| Iwent to the schoolhouse in Bethel 

to pick up and care for the MILLER children. 



ti 



Page 4 - paragraph 4, line 1, change "3:00 p.m." to 
3:25 P.m." 



The ahove corrections are being made to the copy 
of this report in the office of the United States Attorney 
for the District of Vermont, and to the Albany Office copies, 
and' the Bureau is requested to make the same corrections to 
the copies of the referenced report maintained ii the Bureau 
files. 




ines 7 and 8, strike out "at 
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t>ATCWH*N 



TITLE 



CHANGED" 
MANITF.T, STMHiLER 



PERIOD rOR WHICH MADB 

6/8,9,10,13,16 



VICTIMS 



REPORT MAD£ BY 

PAUL H. 0 1 GRADY rvk 



CHARACTER OF CASfi 

ASSAULTING A FEDERAL 
OFFICER 



SYNOPSIS OFTFACTSi 



Original indictment against subject dismissed in US District 
Court, Brattleboro, Vermont, as faulty on 6/9/55. Bond of 
$10,000.00 continued, pending the return of a new indictment. 
Subject reindicted on two counts of violation of Section 111, 
Title 18, 1>y the "Federal Grand Jury at Brattleboro, on 6/10/55. 
Upon arraignment on new indictment in US District Court, 
Brattleboro, on 6/15/55, subject entered plea of not guilty 

and was continued original bond of &10.000.00. No date set 

for, trial. I . I 

and I I all of Rochester, Vermont, and an assocla t e s 

of subject, state they did not talk with subject between 4/W55 
and 5/3/55, and never at any time prior to 5/3/55 ever heard 
him make :any statement indicating he intended to defend his 
wife with a gun if the U.S. .Marshal or his Deputies attempted 
to serve a United States District Court Order on his wife. 
Photographs of MILLER home, .and surrounding .area at Bethel, 
Vermont, taken on 6/JL5/55 and develbped on 6/17/55 and 6/20/55* 



DETAILS: 



the add 




-P- 



e title of this case is marked "Changed" to show 
of the name of United States Deputy Marshal 
as a victim, inasmuch as when subject was reindictec 



on b/lO/55, one nn nnh nf the new indictment charged subject with 
assault on Marshal 



APPROVJED AND 
rORWARDgD: . 



$T%ciAX. AGENT 
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AND MEfTHER ft 10ft ITS CON TINTS ARC TO 8^ 

V, |. fOVERttMpNT HUNTING WIC! %t~$92$fr I ^/ 
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AT BURLINGTON j VERMONT 



District 



United States Attorney, 
the records of the United 



or Vermont, ascertained rrom 
States Attorney's Office on July 5> 1955, that on June 9, 1955, 
the original indictment against the subject was dismissed by 
Federal District Court Judge £BNEST V/. GIBSON in District Court 
at 3rattleboro, Vermont* Judge 3IBS0N continued the bond of 
ten thousand dollars furnished by the subject on May 4, 1955, 
pending the return of a new indictment against the subject. 
The original indictment was dismissed on the grounds that it 
was faulty in that it failed to allege that the subject knew 
that the Marshal and his Deputies were employees .of the United 
States Government at the time. he co mmitted the assault on the 
Marshal and Deputy 



b6 
b7C 



The United States Attorney's records -further revealed 
on July 5, 1955, that on June 10, 1955, the subject was reindicted 
on two counts of a violation of Section 111, Title 18, United 
States Code, and upon arraignment upon the new indictment in 
United States District Court, Brattleboro, Vermont, on June 15> 
1955, he again entered a plea of not guilty. MILLER was again 
released on the original ten thousand dollar =bond furnished by 
Mm on May 4, 1 955. on June 15 , 1955, to await trial on the 
new indictment, I l advlsed on July 5, 19.55, that no 

date has been set for the trial of the instant case in United 
States District Court for the District of Vermont. . 

AT RUTLAND, VERMONT 

On June 13, 1955, "the Honorable LOUIS G. WHITCOMB, 
United States A ttorn ey, advised that he had rec eived Information 
indicating that and l _ l of Rochester, b6 

Vermont, had made~T5marks at a gathering m Bethel, Vermont, b7c 
at a time jU3t subsequent to May .3, 1955, Indicating that they 
had heard that the subject made remarks prior to May 3, 1955, 
indicating his intention to resist federal officers if they 
attempted to serve any process on his wife, LUCILLE S. MILLER, 
at any time in the ruture. 



Mr. WHITCOMB requested that| | and 



.... 4 . , be 

interviewed and that any facts indicating that MILLER had formed 
the intent to resist Federal officers prior to May 3, 1955, 
be obtained from them. 

On June 13, .1955, Mr. WHITCOMB further requested that 
photographs of the MILLER home be taken including photographs 
showing the general area surrounding the MILLER .home; the 
MILLER "home itself; its proximity to other houses in the areaj 

-a- 
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the side door where the assault on the victims occurred on 
May 3, 1955 j and the roof where the subject finally surrendered 
during the evening of May 3, 1955* after tear gas had been used, 



AT ROCHESTER, 'VERMONT 



at her home* [ 
3R 



On June 14, 1955, 



was interviewed 



stated that she had never known 
she has never had any conversations 



b6 
b7C 



MANUEL MILLER personally and 

with MILLER at .any time. She stated that she is acquainted 
with the background of MANUEL MILLER because, her husband used 
to employ MILLER to r^naiy hla trucks when ! I was in 



the trucking business 



stated that the only time 



she has ever seen MANUEL MILLER 'was in the Pall of 19.5** when ahe 
attended a County Republican Jtally at South Boyalton, Vermont, 
at which MILLER appeared as one of the speakers. She stated 
that MILLER did not make any, pertinent remarks during the 
Republican Rally In the pall of 1954 bearing on his attitude 
toward the federal Government or his intention to resist federal 
Af^A 0 n ? -tr> ^^fnwnfl^^ of their duty at any time in the 



further stated that she had never heard 



-future • 

any rumors among ner rriends indicating that the subject had 
made any statements between April 18, 1955* and May 3, 1955* 
indicating that he -intended to resist Federal officers with 
force in the event they attempted to serve any Federal court 
order on his wife at any time in the future. 



, was -alBo interviewed on 
"seated that "he has known the .subject 



June 14, 1955. 

for the past four or five years and !he confirmed the fact that 

he previously emolovea MI LLER on a part-time basis to repair 

his trucks wha il I waa in the trucking business. |_ 



b6 
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stated that he did not see MANUE L MILLER or talk with him between 
April 18, 1955, and May 3, 1955* I Istated further that 

at no time prior to April 18, 1955, did he ever hear MANUEL 
MILLER make any statements indicating that .he intended to 
resist Federal officers at any time in the future If they 
ft^n^f^ to serve -any -Federal court order on his wife. 

] also stated that he never heard any rumors among his 



] 



friends or associates in the Rochester - Bethel area to the 
effect that "MANUEL MILLER had made any statements between April 18, 
1955, and May 3, 1955,, indicating an intent on the part of MILLER 
-to resist Federal officers at any time that they attempted to 
serve a Federal court order on his wife. 
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\oozn i 

worKea at the [ 



stated tha 

■pffA iflents of Rochester, 

J 



Hand! 



an d 

Vermon t, had formerly 



b6 
b7C 



Company in Bethel, 'Vermont., as 



co-workers of MANUEL MILLER and he -suggested that If MILLER 
made any statements of intent during April 18, 1955* *o May 3, 
lo^q. it la possibl e that "he made these statements to .either 



Both 

Vermont, andiv 



and! 



were located at Raciiester 



erviewed on June -14, 1955* Both I |and 



stated that they did not see MANUEL MILLER or taiK wish him 
at any time between April 18, 1955* and May 3, 1955, and that 
at no time prior to April 18, 1955, aid they ever hear MILLER 
make any statements Indicating his .Intent, to . r^iati , Federal 



ind 



also stated 



officers In their presence . Both , 

that they never heard any rumors among their rnenas in the 
Bethel - Rochester area -to the effect that MILLER -had made 
any such statements of Intent at any time prior to May 3, 1955. 

AT BETHEL, 'VERMONT 



SA's 



The .following Investigation was conducted by 



and PAUL H. 0' GRADY 3 , 



On June 15, 1955* seventeen photographs of the MILLER 
home, showing the various approaches to the !MILLER home -and 
the surrounding area as requested by the United States Attorney, 
were taken* 

AT RUTLAND, VERMONT 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PAUL H. O 1 GRADY: 

. On June 1 7 and June 20, 1955* .Detective Sergeant 

H Rutland Police Department, in the presence 



of SA PAUL H i 0' GRADY, developed the seventeen photographs 
taken by SA's j I md 0 1 GRADY on June 15, 1955* and made 

from the negatives of fchese 3h" * H" photographs, eleven 
eight-inch by ten-inch enlargements showing various scenes 
of the MILLER home. 
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> ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 

~u 'i. , Th ? original negatives and enlargements of the ' 
photographs taken at Bethel^ Vermont, on jSTm iq*£ 

AlbanrfL^ h i e rt ^f? nt case are be^remnel'i? the" 
Albany file In instant case as possible future evidence. 

xsads 
• — >— 

THE ALBANY OFFICE 

AT BRATTLEBORO. VERMONT 

subject a^4S%t^fl^t , gSj Woutlon :of the 



REFERENCE: Report of SA PAyX H. Q 1 GRADY at Albany dated 
June 4, 1955. 
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MANUEL^JlLLER, AFO. JURY PANEL TO BE DRAWN JULY FOURTEEN, 
FIFTYFIVE. TRIAL SET FOR ONE THIRTY P. M«, JULY EIGHTEEN, / 
FIFTYFIVE. 
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1 Mr. Belmont _ 
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Mr. Parsons S 
Mr. Rosen f ^ 

'Mr. Taa* 

Mr. Sizoo . 



Mr. Wintcrrowdl , 
Tele/ Room 
Mr. ' Holloa* n 
Miss Gandv 




lagher 



Twelve 

TN a, Federal court . In ^attleboro 
* Vt, Manuel S. Wfer was 
tenced to a year in-prfson. H*w*s 



"Vivjcted^i interferons witftFea-j 
(efal ©llicials who wanted* to take 
wSfe/:ULcllle^to W^shin|;t%n leg 
$ mental examination. Mrs. Milk* 
iwas given a suspended' sentence o: 
£ year on the charge ol urg*- 
jyouths to -avoid .the draft. 



MANUEL S. MILLER 
AFO 



Pending prosecution* 



HAP 
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' Mr. 'Bos 
'Mr- ,m 
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Mr. Mcfcr, 
Mr, F3r.#: 



tCHAllENGHOPRAFJ 






Mr. Jte&rps 

Mr. Sizco. 
Mr. y/intcxrowd^ 
Tele* fiocza 



era: 

Mam* 



Kfftift- Opens 

liiaf flier ■'af* i teetfafcl. opened f FeYry ■ te 




committal; 



„ :oW^?FeVry ^tS&ft** he Watele^ajn, 

feti=S^^^^gStin$t'CliA^e$ frtoa Atty. - Gen. *He«*ft 
^fJS oKt^Hed^'S/i^T^^Len^ office ordering 



,;Mrs, 'Milled 



^S^^rjfcfcW* WfceVtriey 
5^meto,Uke^Mfe;t6 * jnfcfttal 

I The, government -rested its ca! ^ 
rfe-Itt/S, ^strict court y&terday 

frh 

hko&.WSffe un£u l^an^lus wife 
iV^- (eSf^asseSt 'Into -iubm wfon. 

{jtoMcade^ "their 'Soine JasfMay 
?*Wit Ha^U.camci't6^^ her 
i tor ' trial oi;i$ cwnts^of having 
^lir^^er^obt^-V* the 

JHookr£hder a^yi^inent ^ poottori 
? for :v i^u1tUr^-ue«ted T >y -AUy* 
I ^auftee *X. :Brodericfc opdancses* 
i'ter^/H, &uh^;for:MiU>r M , 
\ " ^r<^lttc>;;W% ,U:S^*rshaI 
JDejYeyJ&¥e^ 

JohV M. Breeft were tres»» 
H^M^;thl^-^e;t?;sei^ Mr^: 



^r§ttrt2lc -sal<J : th l e - co uple *e« j^triptW 



y ^e j pro^Wtiori * called ^seven 
witnesses iduring the "finai'day of; 
its f presentation. One 'Was 'state 
policeiSgt. FXahcts 'J* " Coristarittftq 
■wb'orsaid a Winchester rifle taken 
from Miller was'fcWLdeS thought^ 
-safety cateh ^as 1ft 'the W-'pos " 

EAKUEK, HARDWARE 'store 
proprietor 'Robert Futnafo , of 
BetfceMestifled:tfcaVhe sold Miller 
a, rifle "and ■ two. boxes *off<Arv 
ridges. _ . t | 

After their surrender *'May 3, 
Mrs, 'Miller- was taken to ^Wa$h* 
fngton, X>. C. hospital'to «rfder*oj 
mental tests. Subsequently^ tf\e 
was adjudged , mentally competent- 
to 'stand trial; ^ 1 

Mrs. "MHlerAv^s convicted Sri Vit 
sam^c0urt,la4t l week and f reetf ifi 
$1,000 1 bail Ending ^nt^idng 
riext- month/ She said her trial >»a»; 
.her tost- step >in challenging the 
conKituttoamy of on- 




TEE P0S2 DISPATCH 
PittBtxtrg, Calif. 
July 20; 1955 ^ 
.Page 2 Col. 1,3 



SEARCHED INDEXED- 

SERIALIZED .fJLED 



AUG 2 -1955 

FBI * SAN fS ANCiSCO 



mm? 1 ' 



a 



^ Hi 
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Jail Sentences; 

BRATTLEBOBQ* Vt. Aug:. ,9 
(^^ Manucl J^BBS faA 7 ' 1 ^ 
stood o& United Statwmarshiil* 
with a:xifle lor labour*. aV his 
Betnel ' home ^Jast ^May 'few *p~ 
pealed a sentence, of- a:year*nd 
a day and i a $l.<KK>rfine:for for- 
cibly .resisting FederaVauthoMy, 

.Hi* wife.;Lucille^45, yesterday 
'appealed /^concurrents suspended 
sentences of a yearand a4ay,on- 
! each oM$- counts charging -we 
violated : the draft 1 law by . coun*} 
Wing registrants to refuse $erv4 
tee in the armed forces, I 
T-They Verc sentenced *yester-s 
? day*ta United States District 
Court by Judge Erneat'.W- Gib- 
son. • r • " ^ 
' Judge ^Gibson last* April ad 
Judged- Mrs.* Miller mentally in- 
competent and ordered hereto 
a Federal-hospital. When United 
States "Marshal Dewey ; Perry 
arrived at*the Mfflers*< : home on 
May 3 - wlthsan' 'order 1 * lor^Mri 
Miller's commitment in St^ Eliza- 
beths ihospltal^atv Washington, 
Miller picked *up ^a"riffe 'and 
warned there "would be bloodshed 
if ! Mr. .'Perry*; tried * to * take - his 
wife. " 

- No shots were^fired^but *the 
feiege lasted, until State^Police 
[fired a^barrage* oi ; tear^gas;into 
Ithe Miller' home* 

Mrs. .Miller >wavtaken to* St., 
Elizabeths after the siege/ Foun£ 
We.*$he returned 'to Vermont 
'and was tried and l convicted last 
With. HerJhu^and'waatriedJ 
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^ MANUEL^MILLER, AFO. REALTEL TO BUREAU m^mfr^,,.LAST,< JUDGE?'/ 
ERNEST «. GIBSON, U. S. FEDERAL COURT, BRATTLEBOBO, VTi„ OH THIS BATE 
SENTENCED StfBJ TO CUSTODY OF THE ATTY. GEN., SENTENCED TO SERVE ONE YEAR 
AND <#»*VW ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ON FIRST COUNT. SENTENCED 
TO CUSTODY Of) a1|0NE YEAR AND ONE DAY, SUSPENDED, AND PLACED^ON PROBATION 
FOR THREE'YRfi oI.SECOND COUNT. PRORATION TO BECIN ON RELEASE FROM 
..CONFINEMENT."'' RAIL OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS SET PENDING RESULTS OF APPEAL. 
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TITLE 
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REPORT MADE BY 

PAUL .0 1 GRADY 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

ASSAULTING A FEDERAL 
OFFICER 



~ vJT5 /jv. 

SYNOPSIS OF PACTS: *' [ t/^ / 

Trial of defendant held Jin United States Distrlctl a / 
Court, Brattleboro, Vermont, ?/lb-21/55. Verdict V*~/ 
of guilty on two counts returned on 7/21/55. defendant sentenced 
in USDC, Brattleboro, 'Vermont, on 8/5/55, as follows: en Count 1, 
committed to the custody of the Attorney General for one year 
and one day, and Xined $1,000, without costs. Ordered to stand 
corjmitted until fine 'paid. Sentence on Count 1 not to run 
coj@urro$Aly with, but consecutively with sentence imposed on 
Co|snt Z^Qn Cgunt 2 defendant sentenced to custody of Attorney 
General ^ror or» year and one day. Sentence on Count 2 ~not to 
r£n concurrently with, but consecutively with, sentence on Count 1* 
E^ecuti^ of. Sentence on Count 2 suspended, and defendant placed 
m an probafH$3 ^or throe years, probation to commence on completion 
>J senfce.nceTf|n Count 1 and defendant's -release thereunder. 
£j £»fend]lnt released on $10,000, bond by United States Commiss loner, 
<c ftutlanjb Ves^nont, on 8/b/55, pending appeal, and appeal f41ed • 
<c "by defendant on 8/11/55* Parole Report .and Disposition Sheet 
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Detalls ; f fMfl&iw h I <u? i, 




On August, 23, 1955 

United States Attorney, 'District; or Vermont;, exnioitea records 
of United Staves Attorney's office which reflect the following: 



A.ENT 

a* Charge 



S Of THIS REPORT 

,l~Bureau (Ene.ft) 
1-USA, Burlington, Vt. 
1-Albany (o9-ll4-) 



rtfV" 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 



7 AUG 31 ^955' 




f ROTCRTY t)F ftt-THtS ftEKWT t$ LOANED TO YOU BY THE TBI, AND NEITHER IT NOR ITS CONTENTS ARE TO *$<{*$TRI8UT£0 OUTSIDE THE AGENCY 
TO WHICH 10ANED. uwownnnmiKM ,M~*MSfr» 



AL-39-1'4. 

Trial of defendant held In United States district 
Court, Brattleboro, Vermont, July 16-21, 1955. Verdict of 
::ui*ty on two counts returned on July 21, 1955. Defendant 
sentenced in United states District Court, brattleboro, 
"Vemcnt, on Aujust 8, 1955* as follows-: 

On Count .1, committed to the custody of the 
Attorney General for one year ana one day, and fined $1,000, 
without costs, .ordered, to stand committed until fine paid/ 
Sentence on Count 1 not to run concurrently with, hut 
consecutively with sentence imposed on Count -2. On Count 2 
defendant sentenced to custody of Attorney .General for one 
year and one day. Sentence on Count 2 not to run concurrently 
with, dsut .consecutively with, "sentence on Count 1, j&ecutlon 
of sentence .on count 2 suspended., and defendant placed on 
probation for three years, probation to commence on completion 
of sentence on Count 1 and defendant's release thereunder. 

•also ascertained on August 23, 1955, frcm bic 



the United .States Attorney's records that the .subject v/as released 
on $10,000 bond ;ort Au.iust 3, 1S55, time he appeared 

before ,F,T3DMC V. dELAHY, United States Cordis si. oner at 
Jutland. Ve ruont. pending his appeal .from 'his conviction. 

-advised that the defendant :filed his appeal on 



riu;ust tt, lg55. 

A Parole Report and Disposition .Sheet are submitted 
to the liureati as enclosures to this repot*. 

Enclosure to Bureau: : 

i-arole Report of 3A i'AXJL H. 0*GJXADV, dated 8/29/55, 

at Albany-. 

Din position sheet 
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Reference : 

Report of SA .PAUL H. 0' GRADY, at Albany., dated 

7/6/55. 
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AD 


HAMK Of CONVICT WITH AUA»t» ( 

MMUSL S. b£LL3R 


VfOCATlON. 

ASSAULHUG A FEDERAL 'OFFICSK 


PAROLE REPORT 



Convict -was Indicted on June 10, 1555* ^y the 
Federal Grand Jury .for the District of Vermont at Brattleboro, 
Vermont , on two counts of a violation of section 111, Title IS, 
United States Code In that on or about flay 3, 1955; atJaeihel^— 
Vprmnnft, the convict did assault United Sta tes Marshall 



with 



District of Vermont, and ".his Deputy, 

a deadly weapon while the United States Marshal and his .Deputy 
were performing their duties as Marshals. Convict was tried in 
the United States District Court at -Brattleboro, Vermont, after 
he entered a plea of not guilty to the indictment, on July 18, 
through Jaly 21, 1955* On July 21, 1955, the Federal Jury 
returned a verdict of guilty on tv/o counts, and ;on August Bj 
1955, convict was sentenced by Federal District 2\x&5e* BfiNKS'T V/. 
GIBSON .in United States District Court at Brattleboro, as 
follows; 

Trial of defendant held in United States District 
Court, .Brattleboro, Vermont, July 18-21, 1955. Verdict of 
guilty on two counts returned on July 21, 1955. Defendant 
sentenced in United States District Court, Brattleboro, Vermont , 
on August .3, 1955, as follows; on Count 1, committed to the 
custody of the Attorney General for one year and one 'day, and 
fined $1,000 , without costs. Ordered to stand committed until 
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fins paid, Sentence on Stunt 1 not to run concurrently with, 
but consecutively wtth sentence imposed en Count 2, Cn Count 2 
defendant sentene'ed to custody of .Attorney General Xo.r one 
year and one clay. Sentence on count 2 not to run concurrently 
with, but consecutively with, sentence on Count 1. Execution 
of 'sentence on Count 2 suspended, and defendant placed on 
probation for three years., probation to commence on completion 
of sentence on Count :1 and defendant's release thereunder. 

A.-.yrava t in g_ 0 1 re ums t a nc e s 

Convict purchased .a 30.06 caliber Winchester rifle 
and Mo rounds of ammunition for this rifle approximately ten 
days prior to the elate that "he committed the assaults on 
the United States Marsha! and his deputy, 

; ilti'ja tlnr; CI rc umstanc e s 

There are no known nit i sating circumstances. 
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TO* £>miSCTC«, FBI {22-38215$) 
FRCKt «A0 # AI^AH* (25-8620) 



S3A of ty8 /' 



- victims 




US Marshall 



adviaad SA 



this data 



that «ord«r wat set out this data from V3 District Court, 
Bra tt labor o # Yamont* to LUCIUS end "ANttiSL HIU^R instruction 
that aha la to surrandar haraalf to tha AS Probation Off leaf* 
and that KtmsX* M&Uffi is to aurrandar Masalf to tha Unitad 
stataa Marahall on 5/28/56, to bagin aanring his aaatanaa. 

Buraan will ha kapt adrlaad of davalopaants in this wattar. 
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Rector, fbi urgent 



LUCILLE STILLER* SSA O F NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT* MANUEL Sl-MILLER, 



Mr. ToIsoel, 



Mr. Nichols. 
Mr. y Boardman_ 

Mr.'Belmont 

Mr. Ma$<M 
Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Parsons . 

Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. Ti 
Mr. Nease. 
Mr. Winterrowi. 
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VICTIMS, ASSAULTING A .FEDERAL OFFICER*. REALAT, 



mY TWENTYTHREE LAST* SUBS APPEARED BEFORE US FEDERAL COURT,, BRATTLEBORO, 
\VT., AT ONE THIRTY PM THIS DATE* JUDGE ERNEST W* GIBSON PREJIWNO^ y^7 
LUCILLE MILLER TURNED OVER TO' CUSTODY US PROBATION OFFICER. MANUE^MILLKl 
TURNED OVER TO CUSTODY OF US MARSHAL FOR COMMITMENT TO FEDERAL I^STITUTIQ 
DANBURY, CONN* COURT PROCEEDINGS ORDERLY. 
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December 8, 1969 



Of 

a 



Honorable Birch Bayh 
United States Senate 
V/ashington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator: 



from 



Your communicat ion of December 2nd enclosing a letter 
pf Bangor, Maine, has been received. 



CO 
CO 



In reply to his inquiries, on February 21, 1955^ in the U.^S. 
District Court of Vermont at Burlington, Vermont, Lucille S>-Miller of ' 
Bethel, Vermont, entered a plea of not guilty to an 18-count indictment 
charging her with violation of the Selective Service Act of 1848. On the same 
date, U. S. District Court Judge Ernest W. Gibson ordered her committed 
to the Retreat at Brattleboro for examination to determine her sanity. 

i * 

She v/as adjudged insane by Judge Gibson on April 18, 1955, 
^ordered committed to the custody of the Attorney General until declared 
On May 5, 1955, she was committed to St. Elizabeths; Hospital, 
hington, D. C. , and released from that institution on June 22, 1955. 
owing a hearing at Brattleboro, on June 27, 1955, Judge Gibson found 
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sufficiently sane to assist counsel in her own defense. 



She was found guilty on July 13, 1955, in FederaLCourt at 
Llileboro of all 18 counts charged in the indictment. Her sentence was 
suspended and she was placed on probation for five years. 

O 

Her husband, Manuel S. Miller/w as found guilty of Assaulting 
a*. a Federal Officer on July 21, 1955, having threatened to shoot a U. S. Mar- 



^ ly , - u Mm and his deputy on May 3, 1955, as they attempted to execute a court 
4 order in connection with Mrs* Miller's commitment to St. Elizabeths; Hos- 
pital, On August S, 1955, he v/as sentenced to imprisonments one* year 
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;and one .day and f iried$l, 0p0l*0. yf 

Your enclosure is being returned as requested. 
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T»!*. Room 
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Sincerely yours, 

SEE NQTE PAqE^TWp 
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Honorable Birch Bayh 



NOTE: We have had favorable relations with Senator Bayh. On 11/6/68, 
the Director con gratulated him on his re -election to the U. S. Senate.; 
In 1953 and 1954 j [ vas interviewed at the request of 

Senator Margaret Chase Smith concerning allegations relative to the 
Merrill Trust Merchants National Bank of Maine conspiring with members 
of his family to place him in an insane asylum. He was able to furnish 
no specific information regarding any violation within the Bureau's juris- 
diction and Senator Smith was so advised. The Miller case was a highly 
controversial one and received nation-wide publicity at the time. A 
bench warrant had been issued for Mrs. Miller ordering her committed 
to St. Elizabeth's and she and her husband barricaded themselves in • 
their home and rebuffed the U. S. Marshal and his deputy when they 
attempted to take custody of her. Manuel Miller threatened to shoot 
them with a rifle and the Marshal called for assistance from the Vermont 
State Police. After a number of hours, gas was used to bring about their 
arrest. The Bureau did not participate in this incident. . 



December 2, 1969 

^Imteb States Senate 



A ccsxiunication attached from 
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Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison Office 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 'D.C. 

Tor any .consideration the enclosed correspondence 
a:ay warrant. I would certainly appreciate your 
checking into this natter. Upon completion of 
your investigation, please advise xae of the status 
of this case in duplicate and return the original 
letter. Please address return envelope to the 
attention oft 

sya 

Your assistance in this raatter is appreciated. 




1 Mr. Callahan,, 




| Rows „ 
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Sincerely, 

Birch Bayh. ^ p ^ 'jft'-*? 

United States Senator ^ 0 

^jL'.' -15 wC'« 
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15 November iy69 

Hon, Bcrch Bayh USS RerMerrill , Trust»Nt^^st§e I X<i P iq.5yndicate and the ' ~ : 
Washington, D.e. Mentally 111 WTM W 

Dear Sir:- * 

Your concern over the plight of the mentally ill interests me from both angles - ** 
W J?V P™t ested over the activit * e * of the Merrill 'Trust" Interstate Crime Syndicate 
which had broken up ay family and driven me from Maine the Syndicate made a surreptitious 
lattenpt to "railroad" me into an institution. When I got wind of it I complained to the 
then Governor Muskie whereupon the Merrill "Trust" Interstate crime Syndicate set out to 
enact legiilation which would make them immune to prosecution if I caught them at it again. 
Happily, Governor Muskie promised to veto any such legislation if it got to him, which it , 
didnjt. So much for the "railroading" aspect. ( 

My late wife fell apart under the continuing impact of the Merrill "Trust" Interstate Crime 
Syndicate harassments and had to be committed. I could have returned home to take care i" 
of her in ordinary circumstances, but the Merrill "Trust" Interstate Crime Syndicate sent , 
a lawyer all the way from Boston, to stop my attempt to return to her and committment was 
the only alternative I had. 

I mention these two angles in, view of the problem they underline - how to easily commit 
those who need the care while protecting those who are being "railroaded? or for other 
reasons do not belong in an institution. Legi$l£ion to give immunity to those who are 
responsible for committments endanger the rights of the patient, but without that immunity '" 
the right of the patient to needed care is also endangered. Locking up a loved one is no </ 
small matter and it greatly exacerbates the misery to find numerous physicians afraid 
or unwilling to make out the necessary papers. This is a problem which comes from the . >,;r 
- tS u a0St attox:ne y s that a law degree makes psyciatrists Out of them and I think it . 
would be useful if psychiatry were returned to the medical profession and taken entirely ' 
out of the legal field as are other diseases. Dr. Szasz, the eminent forensic psychiatrist 
has made a suggestion along that line - get the psychiatrists out of the court room 
which will be restricted to the trial of cases. The New Jersey Supreme Court has gone 
along with that idea, havigg recently held that mental disease will be considered in the. 
court room only when the accused voluntarily announces that it will 1 be a defense. 

So - both in.behalf of the v ictims of "railroading"and in. behalf of the sick who genuinely 
need the care I hope both you and Senator Ervin will cmme up with some helpful legislation.- 

And .while we're on the subject, could One of your aides do me a favor? Some fifteen yeara 
ago one Lucille Miller of Bethel, Vermont said something that the U.S.Judge didn't like and ,* 
he^had her put in St. Elizabeth's down your way. Is she still there? Did she get out? When? 
Did anyone help her? Who? If she had been "railroaded" did she try to obtain some sort of f 
redress? What happend to her husband and kids? So far no one wants to talk about this ^affair 
add now that I am retired I make a sort of hobby of trakking down these "lost" souls. 
Thank you. . _ , 



/ 



Yours truly. 



cc:Sen. 
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ttm SACS, ALBANY, O8ICA0\ AXMUS AND SAX TBAItmOl* 

Bufilea denote cordial eorreapondence with 
eorreepondent* (100-343636-184) 

Correapondent enclosed material ehe bell eve a 
muld be of tnteraat to JBuraau, eonetattnp of numeroua 
lettera and pomphleta pertinent tc or published by the 
p 9onen% International Democratic federation 11 (mrj. 
Sufi It a denote nor wae form* in fart; Iran**, tn t 
1945 and i* a onmniat-dontnated organiaatton of tihteh 
there are no ehaptera in the United Statee. Material 
eiutlar to that furntahed by correapondent ta received 
at the Sureau fron varioua eoureaa* strraapondant alao 
encloaed copy of magaaine "Sovtet *onen,*' Ionian ta 
publtahed in tha VSM. (100-343636) 

Tor information Albany, earraapondant encloaed 
My 3, My ST and December 7, 2936, mimeographed iaauee 
of "Ihe areen Mountain Mflenan," Manual and luetic Millar 
publtahara, dathal, Torment* Manual Millar ia aubjeot 
your file 99-14, and luetic Mller ia aubjeet your f%U 
*S-66ao. ConUnta thaaa %amaa,in vttrioltc tenor, deal 
with tha proaeouttona of tha Mllera for violation "Selective 
Service Aot of 1946" and "AeeaultUg a Tadaral iffteer,* 

(*S+382156$ 39-759) 

San Franetoeo nota correapondent olao analaaad 

1 m 



mber* 



a lattar datad 7/16/56, rece ived from 

17th Matrio t. Calif., *TA,»\ ~ 

I tm eopiaa of which aro anelaaod to tha 

Son TrancTWeo Office. ^ " "~ W h altaaecj, 
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ta a Security Index eubjeat 
It ta notad aubjeet natter of 
nUT and San rranetaeo ahould' eonaw 
lattar in connection with tha tnveattgation of 

(100-396978) 
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the con tenta of the 
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